The
big chang®

rorokra e

ou ) E

i We kitchen-dmer, 8
socia e e

conve
ai:‘t‘it to add two extra

\>=/ place to escape to

Julie Reed transformed a dated property on the
Suffolk coast into a lively home away from home
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| Holiday cottage = SEASIDE HOMES

Julie loves strolling along
the shingle beach at

Aldeburgh’s
~=cafés, pubs and
shops are a big
hit with the
Reed family

Julie transformed the exterior of the
house by swapping the ugly concrete
roof tiles for smart slate ones. The
flint section, once a smokehouse,
has also been overhauled and now
forms the back entrance to the
‘property. A decked area with steps
down to the garden links the first

. floor living space with the outside

www.idealhomemagazine.co.uk

Aldeburgh with her dogs

Take the 60-second tour...

Who lives here B EEG

spends her holidays here
with children Robert, 26,
Millie, 24, Clemmie, 17, and
Freddie, 16, and their Jack
Russells, Rosie and Jumble.
A five-bed
cottage built in 1750, in
Aldeburgh, Suffolk, bought

Bought for

Spent around

in 2003. It is rented out
when the family aren’t
staying (01728 638962;
www.bestofsuffolk.co.uk).
Beach chic, with
candy-coloured furnishings.
“Use local
craftsmen who understand
the building, says Julie.

Now worth

£290,000.£350,000 *£875,000

Building work...£248,000

Architect & structural
engineer fees.....£28,000
Kitchen & utility

GROUND FLOOR
There's a kitchen,
dining room, two
living rooms, a
utility room and

SECOND FLOOR There are
two more bedrooms here

two shower rooms

Bathrooms........... £7,500

Decoration......... £34,500
Fireplaces............ £4,000
TOTAL o e £350,000

FIRST FLOOR Upstairs,
there are three bedrooms
and two bathrooms

August 2009 Idealhome

29



30

SEASIDE HOMES ' Holiday cottage

hen Julie Reed saw a neglected

property for sale on Aldeburgh

High Street six years ago, she
knew it could be the perfect holiday home
- but her children weren’t so sure. “They
were horrified when they saw the shabby
house and didn’t want to live in it, she says.
‘But [ knew that as they got older, the
coastal town with its beach, pubs and
shops would be a great getaway for them.
What was the house like?
It had been rented out for years and was
very dated. It had a basic kitchen, no dining
room and three bedrooms. However, it was
agood price, it had a garden and I loved
that it was on the bustling high street above
two shops. I also thought Aldeburgh was a
great location, only a two-hour drive away
from our main home in Hertfordshire.
What did you do first?
I decided how we would use the space and
asked an architect to draw up plans. My
criteria included a kitchen-diner so I can

Idealhome August 2009
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"The kitchen and dining
room are linked by a
wide doorway, creating a
lovely, light-filled space

where we all congregate’

play chef and host without feeling like I'm
cut off from guests. [ also wanted two living
rooms as the children are such different
ages, a drying room for when we come in
from the beach, and two more bedrooms,
which we got by converting the attic.

Did you have any unforeseen problems?
The project was far bigger than anything
I'd ever taken on before. Luckily, I had an
excellent builder, who co-managed the
project with me. When his team stripped
away the hardboard cladding on the -

ABOVE Julie decided to reconfigure the
living space on the first floor and create a
large dining area leading off the kitchen. She
went for a bespoke table and benches with
quirky blue legs and added contemporary
chairs to create a fresh, funky look

Dining table and benches, Vale Designs. Roman
blind fabric, Designers Guild. Chairs, Heal's

LEFT An extra-wide doorway links the kitchen
with the dining room for an open feel - the
sky-blue units match the dining furniture,
bringing the two areas together

RIGHT Blue units, wooden worktops and
bright fabric create a subtle seaside theme in
the kitchen. ‘I like the striped blinds as they
remind me of deckchairs’, says Julie

Roman blind fabric, Designers Guild. Cake tin,
Emma Bridgewater. Wire basket, Moo Moos
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