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OF THE SEA

The whimsical charms of Thorpeness persuaded
the Lebus family to make this seaside retreats
their permanent home from home

horpeness on the Suffolk coast could well

be one of England’s most eccentric

villages. It was created in the early 20th

century as a private, fantasy holiday
destination by Glencairn Stuart Ogilvie. The
whimsical spirit of this visionary Scot infuses every
inch of the place, from the ‘house in the clouds’ (an
elevated giant water tank disguised as a cottage) to
the village boating lake dotted with fairytale

AT HOME locations: Peter Pan’s island; Wendy’s house; a
mgr?g'se: -2l pirate’s den; even a mock Norman fort. The place is
been Venetia and pure fantasy and as such exerts an irresistible pull.
mtl?\Totzzus Ask a villager what brought them to Thorpeness and
holiday home for chances are they used to holiday here as a child.
more than nine William and Venetia Lebus fell under its spell when
ﬂ:::;:::;g:se they arrived from London for a holiday with their
1920s and is one three children nine years ago. “We found a place to
;f:?l:%:igcj:-‘:lillas rent for a week,” says Venetia, “but decided on a whim
overlooking the to take it for a year and use it as our holiday home.”
gl::';'i:\hsi:tart Two top-class golf clubs, the beach, an excellent local
Ogilvie built tobe  Puband island picnics on the lake contributed to the
occupied by his family’s ensuing love affair with the area. “At the end

friends, family and

’,
Sedsintaricae. of the year we couldn’t bear to leave — so we set about

looking for a place to buy,” says Venetia. p
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